
 

Contra Costa Music Teacher’s 
Association of California 
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Dear CCMTAC Members,  

We are surviving “shelter-in-place” time for over two months by 

now. Hope you all are doing well. A self-quarantine seems brutal 

when you are not sick – but it really is for the greater good. 

Many of you are asking the same question: when we can reopen 

our studios? 

I do not think the answer will come from CDC (Center for Disease Control) or from Contra Costa County 

or from MTAC. We have to follow the CDC guidance, which is not black and white. Each studio should 

be guided by what is feasible. practical, acceptable. After reopening your studio you should clean and 

disinfect as much as possible. We have to get used to the fact that we are looking at a new normal for the 

next year or so.  

Meanwhile please remember to send email to Angela Prikett if you have any info updates. Her email 

address is angelapsh@gmail.com. Thank you, Angela, for taking care of our directory! 

 

The window for MTAC membership renewal is May 1 – July 31.   Please go to new.mtac.org.  

After logging in using your user id and password for that website, a window to renew your membership 

dues should be visible. You must renew your membership by July 31 to be eligible for participation in 

Certificate of Merit. During the current Shelter-In-Place order, we strongly recommend that you renew 

your membership online. The State Office is currently working remotely with limited access to mail. 

They are also not accepting renewal payments over the phone until the Shelter-In-Place order is lifted. 

The State Office appreciates your patience and your flexibility at this time. 

 

This year MTAC Convention is going to be online July10-14, 2020. The State Organization is excited to 

bring together artists, presenters and performers tor this unique digital event. 

It’s open to Teachers and Students. MTAC Members will receive one free registration as a benefit of their 

membership. Do not miss this opportunity! 

 

Tanya Heeb, CCMTAC President 
 

   
  

HONORING OUR HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS RECITAL 
 
Because of the Virus circumstances, we were unable to hold the recital in the Lafayette Library and 

Community Center.    Fortunately, Kirsten West was able to receive recordings from the students who 

recorded their performances and then she was able to post them on You Tube.    Permission was required 

from the parents of the students with the proviso that the site would be taken down on May 31.     

There were 12 students who submitted recordings.    Teachers who participated were   Sventlana 

Bratburd, Patricia Bauer, Tanya Heeb, Gail Peterson, Natalya Binunskaya, Ludmilla Feldman, James 

Gardner, Armando Pino, Ruth Ann Schwan and Rita Yegiazaryan. 
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Each of the 12 students were awarded a $100.00 scholarship, checks sent in the mail by Julie Rieth, our 

Treasurer.     Certificates will be mailed at a later date when they are able to be printed.    

Thank you to all who helped make this possible:   Kirsten West and husband Art, Julie Rieth and Tanya 

Heeb and all the teachers who encouraged the students to participate.      

 

Ruth Ann Schwan, Co-Chair 

Kirsten West, Co-Chair 

 
 
SONATA CONTEST 2020 
 
Repertoire selection is posted on our branch website.  Each level has multiple choices of 
Sonatas/Sonatinas. This year we will hear a lot of Beethoven to celebrate 250 anniversary 
of his baptism (exact day of his birth is unknown).  Sonata Contest Committee is ready for a 
traditional way to run the event or in case of different circumstances due to virus we have 
some new ideas how to run it safely.  
 
Olga Diaz, Sonata Contest Chair 
 
 

Membership 
 
For those members who are not sure how to pay their membership dues online, here are a few tips!! 

This year, all membership dues must be paid on-line. The deadline of July 31 has not changed. Please 

remember this is a 'hard' date for those of us who want to enter students into Certificate of Merit exams 

for next year.  

When you log into newmtac.org : a prompt will automatically come up if you have not yet paid your 

2020-2021 dues. That is to say, you do not have to go looking for how to pay your dues. This prompt will 

tell you that all dues must be paid online this year. Select the button to pay your dues.  

 

If you are not changing any emails or branches or entering other information, then you come to the 

payment portion of the transaction. This is a tiny bit confusing. You can choose to pay with PayPal, 

Credit Card (and I think also debit card). Whatever you choose to use is fine, however, you will be 

prompted to select the PayPal button for all payment types. Once you select the PayPal button, then 

PayPal will handle the credit card and debit payments. There is no other way to 'check out.' Once you 

have entered your credit card information into PayPal and select the final button to finish the transaction, 

you will receive two emails from MTAC. One will be confirming receipt of your payment and the second 

is a confirmation your membership is renewed for the next year. If you do not see these, you might look 

in your updates or spam folder. 

 

Good luck. If you require more help you can call Norma Bristol at 925-330-6928.  

 

Norma Bristol, Membership Secretary 

 
 

Special Events and Information 
 

http://newmtac.org/


 

 
We all were saddened to hear about our dear member Georgia Couch husband Roy's passing this month 

especially after all Georgia’s own health issues recently. We wish Georgia all strength she needs to deal 

with her loss. 

 

 

A person in Rossmoor is selling her Yamaha Hybrid Piano Avant Grand N3 Model for $4000(list $20k), 

obviously a very good deal. The piano is like new. 

Yamaha website for that model:  

https://usa.yamaha.com/products/musical_instruments/pianos/avantgrand/n3/index.html 

 

contact: Haak, Valerie <valeriehaak.ashmoleans@gmail.com> 

 

Dwight Stone 

Best wishes, 

 

 

Sharon Yost is going to be in the near future needing teachers to teach at her new studio!  She 

has a tentative date July 2020. The studio site is in Danville!  For more information please 

contact Sharon. She will need teachers to contact her as soon as possible. Her contact number is 

(925) 285-4472.  

Her email is sharonspiano@att.net 
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